° ) ° ° Fﬁffffﬁ”f
Reimagining Campus Life: "

The Chung Chi Student
Development Complex at CUHK

redevelopment project at Chung Chi College of The Chinese University

of Hong Kong (CUHK). This initiative transforms two existing buildings
into a dynamic hub for student life, blending environmental consciousness,
student-centric design, and a deep respect for the College’s cultural heritage.
The result is a forward-looking model for campus development that redefines
how educational spaces can support holistic student growth.

The Chung Chi Student Development Complex (CCSDC) is a visionary

Learning Beyond the Classroom

At the core of the CCSDC is a progressive educational philosophy: “Learning
Outside the Classroom.” This concept underpins the entire design strategy,
which seeks to dissolve the traditional boundaries between formal and informal
learning environments. The project team, in close collaboration with CUHK, has
reimagined circulation spaces as active zones for engagement, reflection, and
interaction.

These communal areas are designed to support a wide range of learning
modalities. Students can attend lectures, listen to podcasts, or watch video
tutorials at their own pace, tailoring their educational experience to suit
individual needs and schedules. More importantly, these spaces encourage
spontaneous dialogue and peer-to-peer learning—elements that are often
overlooked in conventional academic settings.

The design also places a strong emphasis on inclusivity and sustainability. By
integrating biophilic elements and sustainable materials, the building becomes
a living example of environmentally responsible design. Communal spaces are
interwoven with greenery and natural textures, creating a calming atmosphere
that supports mental well-being and fosters social connection. This approach not
only enhances the student experience but also instils a deeper understanding of
sustainability and inclusivity—principles that are increasingly vital in today’s world.

A Green and Walkable Campus

As part of the broader redevelopment of the old Chung Chi Campus, the CCSDC
contributes meaningfully to enhancing campus connectivity. One notable feature is
the introduction of a new biophilic pathway that links the southern portion of the
campus to the main university grounds.This thoughtfully designed route significantly
improves campus connectivity, offering a seamless and accessible journey from the
University MTR station to key destinations across CUHK.

The pathway is more than a means of transit—it is a sensory experience.
Designed to be accessible 24/7 and sheltered for comfort, it invites students
to engage with their surroundings through sight, sound, touch, and scent.
This immersive interaction with the landscape encourages mindfulness and a
deeper appreciation of the natural environment, reinforcing the university’s
commitment to creating a walkable, human-centred campus.
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“We approached the design as a narrative— [ "G
where each material, pathway, and space .

tells a story of heritage, sustainability, and W

student life.”

Ivy Lee, Principal Director of Leigh & Orange S
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“We envisioned a space designed
to foster academic excellence while
also promoting well-being, creativity,
and meaningful connections among
our students.”

S C Li, Director of Campus Development Office,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

A Living Prototype for Low-Carbon Design

The CCSDC serves as a thoughtful example of sustainable architecture in the
region. The building employs a suite of passive design strategies that harness the
site’s natural attributes to reduce energy consumption. Its orientation and form
are optimised to capture prevailing winds, enhancing natural ventilation through
a highly permeable architectural layout.

The landscape design further supports this strategy, with carefully selected hard
and soft elements that provide shading and optimise microclimatic conditions.
The use of thermal mass—materials that absorb and store heat—helps regulate
indoor temperatures, reducing reliance on mechanical systems and lowering the
building’s overall carbon footprint.

These efforts have yielded impressive results. The CCSDC has achieved
Final Platinum certification under the BEAM Plus green building assessment
scheme, earning over 80 credits. It is projected to reduce carbon emissions by
approximately 40% in educational areas and 30% in residential zones compared to
BEAM Plus Baseline Standards.The project has also been recognised with a Grand
Award from the Hong Kong Green Building Council’s Green Building Award and
a Sustainable Development Award from the Quality Building Award.

Honouring Heritage Through Design

While the CCSDC looks to the future, it remains deeply rooted in the past.
The design pays homage to the architectural and cultural heritage of the
Old Chung Chi Campus, a site rich in collective memory for generations of
CUHK graduates. The project preserves key elements of the original Brutalist
architecture and continues the traditional Chinese garden concept inspired by
the nearby Lake Ad Excellentiam.

Materials from the existing buildings, such as native Rubble Stones (Ngau Tau
Shek), have been thoughtfully repurposed. The iconic lattice fagade—once a
defining feature of the old campus—has been reinterpreted using contemporary
brickwork techniques, blending tradition with innovation.

This sensitive approach to heritage conservation not only preserves the campus’s
identity but also fosters a sense of belonging among students and staff. It serves as
a reminder that meaningful design is not just about aesthetics or performance—it
is about creating spaces that resonate with memory, culture, and community.

Text and Images: L&O ¥ : Billy Leung
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